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Catholic Bishops Demand U. S. Tax 
Support for ‘One True Religion’ 


A major pronouncement entitled “Religion, Our Most Vital National Asset” was released by the Roman Catholic 
Bishops of the United States at their annual meeting on November 15, 1952, in Washington, D. C. At several 
points in their lengthy statement—which was given front-page treatment by newspapers all over the country—the 
Bishops revealed that by “religion” and “God’s law” they meant Roman Catholic religion and Roman Catholic 
law, which, they held, should be officially supported by the government of the United States. Non-Catholic leaders, 


including Baptists, Methodists, Uni- 
tarians and others, made immediate 
replies to the Roman Catholic state- 
ment, but the replies were covered 
only on the inside pages of the same 
newspapers which had deemed the 
Bishops’ statement worthy of page 1. 


“As Bishops of the Catholic 
Church,” the pronouncement began, 
“we are intensely concerned that the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 
and God, will bless and sanctify our 
country. As American citizens, our 
concern extends to those blessings 
which only true religion can bring to 
our beloved land... .” 

After making many questionable 
statements about American history, 
and, in particular, about the First 
Amendment, the Bishops then pro- 
ceeded to attack “secularism” in the 
public schools and to contend that 
the State “has the duty to help par- 
ents fulfill their task of religious in- 
struction and training.” Apart from 
a passing reference to what they 
called ‘the right” of parochial school 
pupils to government “auxiliary serv- 
ices,” the Catholic spokesmen did not 
spell out precisely how the State 
should fulfill its “duty” to help par- 
ents impart religious instruction to 
their young. But they had much to 
say about the source to which the en- 
tire nation must look for the promul- 
gation of genuine religious truth—the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

“One of the constant dangers to 
the religious spirit in a country such 
as ours,” the Bishops said, “is the 
tendency to regard religion itself sim- 
ply as the fruit of pious sentiment; 
or to hold, as the doctrinal basis of 





religion, what we may call the com- 
mon factor in the religious opinions 
held by various groups; or to be con- 
tent with the great religious truths of 
the natural order which can be known 
by unaided human reason. 

“., . It is through supernatural 
faith alone that man comes to the 
knowledge of religious truth in its 
fullness. Man is not free to pick and 
choose among the truths God has 
made known either through reason 
or revelation. His obligation is to 
accept the whole of God’s truth. 


“ 


. . To attain to his destiny, 
therefore, man needs not merely the 
truths which reason can discover; he 
needs also the truth which Christ has 
revealed; he needs the church which 
Christ has established [the Roman 
Catholic Church]. 

“, . Only the life of Christian faith 
can guarantee to man in his present 
state the moral life; and the Chris- 
tian life is lived in its entirety only 
through the one true Church of Christ 
[the Roman Catholic Church].” 
(Continued on back page) 





COLLEGE HEAD, EPISCOPAL PASTOR 
TO SPEAK AT 5th POAU CONFERENCE 


Dr. Charles J. Turck, president of Macalester College, lawyer, and prom- 
inent Presbyterian layman, will share the speakers’ platform at POAU’s 
Fifth National Conference with Dr. Leland Stark, rector of the Church of 
the Epiphany, Washington, D. C. Both will address the Constitution Hall 
session of the Conference on Thursday night, January 15, 1953, at 8 P.M. 


Dr. Turck will speak on “The Im- 
pregnable Wall,” and Dr. Stark on 
the question, “Another Vatican En- 
voy?” 

Balcony seats at the Constitution 
Hall meeting will be free and open 
to the public; boxes and lower floor 
sections will be set aside for spon- 
sors and advance registrants. For 
details of the Conference and infor- 
mation on how to become a sponsor 
or advance registrant, turn to the 
outline on page 5. 

Round-table discussions on “The 
Legal Basis of Church-State Separa- 
tion,” “Religious Questions and Pub- 








” 


lic Policy,” and “Organizing for Ac- 
tion” will be held during daylight 
hours on Thursday, January 15, be- 
ginning at 9 A “{. in the parish hall 
of the Luther Place Memorial Church, 
14th Street and Massachusetts Ave- 
nue, N. W. (Thomas Circle). Group 
visits to religious liberty shrines in 
the Washington area will be made in 
the afternoon. 

Fague Springmann, well-known 
baritone, will lead group singing dur- 
ing the Constitution Hall meeting. 

Executive sessions will be held on 
Wednesday, January 14. 








Seattle Archbishop Loses Fight 
On State Schools Superintendent 


Pearl Wanamaker, schools superintendent of the state of Washington, has 
been re-elected to her post by a 50,000-vote margin in spite of an all-out 


campaign against her by Roman Catholic leaders in the state. 


Here, as else- 


where in the world, members of the hierarchy sought to control the votes of 
their flock even though the Roman Catholic Church always officially denies 


that it has any desire to “meddle in 
politics” (See story in Church and 
State, November, 1952). 

Supporters of Mrs. Wanamaker, 
noting the hierarchy’s threat to the 
incumbent candidate, stated their po- 
sition in a leaflet, as follows: 

“The Catholic Northwest Progress, 
the official newspaper for the Arch- 
diocese of Seattle and the Diocese of 
Yakima, in its issue dated Friday, 
September 5, 1952, carried an adver- 
tisement supporting the candidacy of 
Annon W. May for judge of the Su- 
perior Court. Under Mr. May’s pic- 
ture appears an arrow pointing to a 
caption which reads, ‘Opposes Pearl 
Wanamaker.’ Then follows a state- 
ment that at a dinner held at the 
Towers and attended by a group of 
prominent Catholic laymen Mr. May 
expressed alarm at the apathy on the 
part of Catholics concerning the of- 
Sce of State Superintendent of 
Schools. It goes on to say, ‘He urged 
all Catholics to unite, to vote as a 
block for Henry W. Turner and to 
deliver to Mrs. Wanamaker a solid 
rejection at the polls.’ 


Blacklisted 


“Ta the last issue of the Progress 
above the heading which proclaims 
it as the official newspaper for the 
Archdiocese of Seattle and the Dio- 
cese of Yakima appear in large let- 
ters the words, ‘How state senators 
and representatives voted on School 
Bus Bill.’ This bill, which was really 
House Joint Resolution Number 15 
and which in its original form would 
have made constitutional not only 
the use of public school buses to 
parochial school children but also 
‘health, welfare, and safety benefits 
and facilities furnished by school dis- 
tricts,’ was defeated two years ago in 
the House. Those who had the cour- 
age to vote against it in either House 
or Senate by this very act were 
marked for political slaughter by the 
Hierarchy. They will be vigorously 
attacked because of this vote on elec- 
tion day. We must not fail them. 

“The program of the Hierarchy is 
made all the clearer by a letter which 
was distributed by the ushers of St. 
Leo’s Catholic Church, Tacoma, on 
September 7 over the signature of 16 
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individuals. Among these signers is 
found Albert D. Rosellini, then a can- 
didate for governor, who is listed as 
a former student of St. Leo’s. This 
letter recommends the election of 
Henry W. Turner as State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, stating 
that ‘there is a very widespread feel- 
ing among all classes of people that 
the time has comé for a change of 
Superintendent in Public Instruction.’ 
Similar statements, accompanied by 
Mr. Turner’s own misleading adver- 
tisements, were distributed widely 
throughout the state by parochial 
school children. 

“Nothing can be clearer than the 
fact that the Catholic Church leaders 
in this state are using their power to 
defeat Mrs. Wanamaker and that for 
which she stands. They are deter- 
mined, also, to elect Henry W. Tur- 
ner in her place, whose record in 
public life seems to contain no valid 
accomplishments which would justify 
his asking for such an important of- 
fice. 

“Tt has been said that ‘the surest 
way to lose liberty is to neglect our 
public schools.’ We should like to 
complete this statement. ‘The surest 
way to lose liberty is to neglect our 
public schools’ by placing their con- 
trol in the hands of incompetents 
ready to do the bidding of the en- 
emies of the historic American public 
school system. Certainly Archbishop 
Connolly in his official letter to clergy 
and laity of the Archdiocese of Seat- 
tle, as published in the Catholic 
Northwest Progress of August 29, 
1952, does not speak as a friend of 
the public school system. In it he 
instructs parents, ‘The church makes 
it a matter of law that every Catholic 
child shall attend a Catholic school 
whenever possible.’ ‘They may send 
their children to public school only in 
case of real necessity and then with 
the permission of the archbishop.’ ”’ 





The printed text of RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY: Reality or Illusion?, a 
recent major address by POAU Ex- 
ecutive Director Glenn L. Archer, is 
now available for distribution. Write 
for your copy today. 





1 ‘Freedom of Thought’ 


—Catholic Version 


The following question and answer 
were printed in the “Question Box” 
of the “Brooklyn Tablet,” Roman 
— diocesan weekly, on May 3, 


“Q. A friend of mine is forever 
insisting that the Catholic Church in- 
terferes with freedom of thought. 
How can | answer him? 


“A. Tell him that freedom of 
thought means only one thing—lib- 
erty to think the truth. . . . The 
proper object of the mind is to know 
the truth. No normal man seeks to 
know error. He may be misled into 
error but, once he finds that he is in 
error, he discards it for the truth. 
Freedom of thought does not therefore 
mean the liberty to think as one 
pleases, right or wrong. . . .” 


Siiinabdnais 


NATIONAL LEADERS 
HOLD MEETING SERIES 


“At no time in history has it been 
of such life-and-death urgency to ap- 
preciate, proclaim, and stand firm for 
that view of freedom which has been 
enshrined in the life of the people 
since the dawn of the Republic,” de- 
clared Director Archer in a series of 
meetings that included Ann Arbor 
and Detroit, Mich., and Erie, Penna. 

The Rev. Mr. John C. Mayne, di- 
rector of organization, in coopera- 
tion with the Rev. Dr. Chester 
Loucke and the Rev. Dr. Roger 
Sharpe, both of the First Baptist 
Church, at Ann Arbor and Erie, re- 
spectively, arranged the meetings and 
presided. The Rev. Dr. Paul Nich- 
olas, Mt. Hope Methodist, sparked 
the meeting in Detroit. 
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F MEWS From Far and Near | 


@ A conference of Roman Catholics, Protestants, and Colombian govern- 
ment officials to end persecution of Protestants in that country has been 
proposed by Presbyterian Life (American) and the British Weekly (a Prot- 
estant journal). The two magazines suggested that such a conference be 
held either the week before or the week after the forthcoming Latin-Amer- 
ican Catholic Congress on Rural Life, scheduled for January 11-18 in Mani- 
zales, Colombia. Presbyterian Life estimated that since 1949 more than 
100 Colombian churches had been “bombed, burned, stoned, or closed,” 
and that one out of every fifteen Colombian Protestants had been “mis- 
treated because of his faith.” The periodical criticized the U. S. State 
Department for failing to protest the Colombian persecutions. 

@ Free use of a public school room one afternoon a week has 
been granted to a Roman Catholic priest by the school committee 
at North Smithfield, R. I., over the protests of the Woonsocket 
Ministerial Association and more than 100 local residents who either 
appeared personally at the committee hearing on the question or 
signed a petition against the practice. School Committee Chairman 
Carl W. Christensen granted the privilege to Father William Mc- 
Kitchen of Woonsocket for the purpose of giving religious instruc- 
tion in the Roman Catholic faith. He said he had consulted the 
attorney general before taking action. Opponents said the move 
was in violation of the principle of church-state separation. 

@ A New York State legislative act removing a Russian Orthodox arch- 
bishop from his American pulpit was declared unconstitutional on Novem- 
ber 24 by the United States Supreme Court in an 8 to 1 decision. Justice 
Stanley F. Reed, delivering the court’s opinion, declared: “Legislative power 
to punish subversion cannot be doubted. If such action should be actually 
attempted by a cleric, neither his robe nor his pulpit would be a defense. 
But in this case, no problem of punishment for the violation of law arises. . . . 
Here there is a transfer by statute of control over churches. This violates 
our rule of separation between church and state.” Justice Robert H. Jack- 
son dissented, saying, “I do not think New York law must yield to the au- 
thority of a foreign and unfriendly state [Russia] masquerading as a spiritual 
institution. . . .” Earlier in the month, the Iowa Supreme Court deplored 
intra-church factional disputes which lead to court cases. Such legal suits, 
Justice W. A. Smith observed, “afford a sorry commentary on man’s failure 
after 19 centuries to understand and follow the simple teachings of the 
Man of Peace. Truly, a civil court may, like Gamaliel, shrink from the role 
of umpire between conflicting doctrines and dogmas... .” His remarks were 
made as the court upheld a lower court ruling declaring invalid the ouster 
of a pastor and his followers from the Eldora Church of Christ. 

@ The Baptist Union of Denmark was recently accorded the 
status of an “approved” religious body by the Ministry of Ecclesi- 
astical Affairs—which means that it may now legally issue bap- 
tismal, marriage, and other certificates, along with the other “rec- 
ognized” communions. The lifting of restrictions on a religious 
group is always to be lauded by believers in religious liberty—but 
the fact remains that no country ever has complete freedom of 
conscience so long as any government agency claims the power to 
grant to or withhold “recognition” from religious bodies. (The 
Lutheran Church is the state religion of Denmark.) 

@ “The observance of Christmas belongs to the churches and is not a 
function of civic government,” said Controller Leslie Saunders of Toronto, 
Can., as he and other city officials explained their refusal to permit a lighted 
Nativity scene to be placed on the city hall steps for the Christmas season. 
He and Controller Ford Brand had both objected when Mayor Lamport, 
under pressure from a university group and several clergymen seeking to 
“bring Christ back to Christmas” with government aid, had proposed that 
municipal authorities meet with an interfaith committee to decide the ques- 
tion. Saunders countered with the suggestion that “if all the churches can 
see that their people celebrate Christmas properly and don’t stock up with 
liquor, then everybody will be all right... .” A recent decision of Irish 
government officials banning recitation of the Rosary by civil servants in the 
Dublin Custom House has been hotly protested by members of parliament. 
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End ‘Acrimony,’ 
Fosdick Pleads 


American Protestantism would 
make more headway as a “dynamic, 
forward-looking movement” if it 
placed less emphasis on “negative” 
stands and sought cooperation with 
Roman Catholics in areas where there 
is substantial agreement, Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick declared at a recent 
Reformation service in Buffalo, N. Y. 
The famous clergyman and author, 
pastor of New York’s Riverside 
Church, said that Protestants were 
not making enough effort to cooper- 
ate with “the best in Roman Ca- 
tholicism,” and that even on the ques- 
tion of church-state separation a 
larger degree of unity is possible. 

“We will not have an American 
ambassador at the Vatican—but, 
then, there are strong Roman Cath- 
olic voices in the United States which 
agree with that,” Dr. Fosdick said. 

“We will not have public funds 
used for the support of private and 
parochial schools—but then many 
Roman Catholics affirm that, too. 

“Let us never forget that on that 
point—separation of church and 
state—we Protestants do not come 
into court with clean hands; that in 
one country after another where 
Protestants are a majority, there are 
today established national Protestant 
churches with important discrimina- 
tory privileges that Roman Catholics 
are denied. 

“The American system, separating 
church and state, has not yet, by any 
means, been unanimously accepted by 
Protestantism. And let us not forget 
either that millions of loyal American 
Catholics thoroughly agree with us 
about our national policy—the clear 
separation of church and state. 

“T am not trying to belittle the 
seriousness of the conflicts between 
Protestantism and Catholicism, but 
I am saying that the Roman Catholic 
Church is not nearly so monolithic 
and unanimous as we commonly sup- 
pose, and that, while at times we may 
have to stand up and fight on certain 
issues, Our most effective long-range 
policy is for the best in Protestantism 
to cooperate, where it can, with the 
best in Roman Catholicism.” 

Although Dr. Fosdick did not name 
any persons who speak for the “best” 
in Roman Catholicism, he was ap- 
parently referring to laymen or low- 
ranking priests who have little or no 
influence on the autocratically deter- 
mined policies of the Church. 
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CHURCH EDICT LEADS 
TO LEGAL LOG-JAM 


A serious snarl in the calendar of 
the Domestic Relations Court at 
Providence, R. I., has resulted di- 
rectly from an edict on divorce ac- 
tions promulgated on October 19 by 
the Most Rev. Russell J. McVinney, 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Provi- 
dence. Bishop McVinney’s pastoral 
letter of that date did not impose an 
absolute ban on divorces or annul- 
ments, but did insist that plaintiffs 
and their lawyers must receive the 
Bishop’s permission before institut- 
ing proceedings—thus effectively 
transferring power in these cases 
from civil judges to Roman Catholic 
prelates. 


“Practicing” Catholics in the legal 
profession were thereby compelled to 
delay or abandon certain cases until 
they could get a clarification from the 
new “Supreme Court” (presided over 
by Bishop McVinney) as to just what 
their responsibilities were. The Law- 
yers Guild of the Thomistic Insti- 
tute of Providence College called a 
closed meeting with canon law “ex- 
perts,” and among the 150 persons 
present were a number of non-Cath- 
olic lawyers as well. The effect of 
Bishop McVinney’s edict had al- 
ready become apparent—a check re- 
vealed that on a typical court day 
more than half of the cases had been 
passed or discontinued. This did 
not, of course, mean that reconcilia- 
tions were effected among the couples 
involved, but merely that legal ave- 
nues had been closed to them—unless 
they knocked at Bishop McVinney’s 
door humbly requesting an audience 
in his “court.” 


“Sacred” Versus “Civil” 


The Bishop’s pastoral letter had 
been designed primarily to insure the 
“sanctity” of Roman Catholic or 
church marriages as distinguished 
from others. In reply to questions, 
the canon law “experts” at the Tho- 
mistic Institute meeting indicated that 
in the case of a “civil” marriage, it 
might be permissible for Catholic 
lawyers and plaintiffs to conduct di- 
vorce proceedings—but not in the 
case of a “sacred” marriage (a term 
to be defined by the Church alone). 


The clerical attitude towards mar- 
riages conducted under any but Ro- 
man Catholic auspices was brought 
out clearly in another part of Bishop 
McVinney’s pastoral letter, in which 
Catholic laymen were told that they 
may not even send a congratulatory 
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New POAU’er Hails 
‘Outstanding’ Work 


“Find -enclosed my check for three 
dollars,” a recent letter to POAU from 
San Diego, California, begins. “Please 
put my name on your mailing list for 
your ‘Church and State’ Monthly Re- 
view. Your work is outstanding, vital, 
and refreshing in this age of ‘special 
interests’ and increased subversive 
action by foreign despots in the name 
of religion. More power to you.” 
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card to any Catholic attempting a 
marriage outside the Roman Church. 
The publicity given to the Bishop’s 
pronouncement made it appear, of 
course, that he was concerned with 
protecting the home. But nothing 
was said about the many homes which 
have been broken up because of Ro- 
man Catholic stipulations that the 
children of mixed marriages must be 
given Catholic educations; nor was 
anything said about the scandalous 
number of Church-granted “annul- 
ments” which are obtained by wealthy 
and influential Catholics every year, 
on the theory that they had never 
been “truly” married at all according 
to Church standards. 


Purchase Church and State gift 
subscriptions for your friends and | 
show them in what high esteem you 
really hold them. Gift subscriptions 
are only $2 a year. A gift card will 
be sent with first issue upon youp 


request. 
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‘Unauthorized’ Preaching 
Criminal Offense in Italy 


Charges of conducting an “unay. 
thorized” religious service and dis. 


playing an “unauthorized” sign an. | 
nouncing the service are being pressed 
by Italian police against Lido Pe. | 


trini of Alessandria. 

Petrini, a Church of Christ minis. 
ter, is accused of having committed 
the “offenses” in September. Other 
Italians and the Rev. Melvin J. Pow- 
nall, a Church of Christ minister 
from Coatesville, Pa., have also been 
suppressed by the police, along with 
the Seventh-day Adventist church at 
Monzone (Church and State, No- 
vember, 1952). 

Attorney Giacomo Rosapepe, an 
Italian who travelled to the United 
States in September to seek U. §, 
diplomatic support for religious free- 
dom in Italy, will defend Petrini at 
his forthcoming trial. 
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p, Charles J. Turck, President 
{Macalester College, St. Paul, 


io. at the GREAT PUBLIC MASS MEETING in Constitution Hall, 8 P.M. 


Constitution Hall 


Register Now for the 


FIFTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
on Church and State 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1953 


Washington, D. C. 
wx ow x 


HEAR DR. CHARLES J. TURCK and the REV. LELAND STARK 


Singing led by radio artist Fague Springmann 





_ 
DAYTIME PROGRAM IN BRIEF 


Thursday, Jan. 15, 1953 


luther Place Memorial Church Parish Hall, 
Thomas Circle—14th and Mass. Ave., N.W. 


9AM. Call to Order and Registration 
Invocation 
Welcome 


(0A.M. Separate Round Tables 
I. “The Legal Basis of Church- 
State Separation” 
II. “Religious Questions and Public 
Policy” 
III. “Organizing for Action” 


11:30 A.M. Summary Period 


12:30 Luncheon (Place to be announced. 
Reserve in advance) 


2:00 P.M. Afternoon Session 


330 P.M. Visit to Religious 
Shrines of Washington, D. C. 


Liberty 


(..) SPONSOR—I will help sponsor Conference 
with a special gift of $...... . $15.00 (......) 
$10.00 (.....) (A box for 5, or group of eight 
reserved tickets sent to each Sponsor.) 

(..) Wednesday night Popular Banquet 
Tickets $1.75 (How many?.........) 

(..) Thursday noon Luncheon 
Tickets $1.50 (How many? ) 

(..) REGISTRANT—Those who are not Spon- 
sors should register for $1.00. (A reserved 
section ticket for mass meeting sent to each 
registrant. ) 
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EVENING MASS MEETING PROGRAM 


Thursday, Jan. 15, 1953, 8 P.M. 
in Constitution Hall, 18th and C Sts., N.W. 


Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, presiding 
Organ—7 :30 to 7:50 P.M. 


7:55 P.M. Processional of participants, 
POAU Board members, and clergy 
8:00 P.M. Invocation 
Solo: Mr. Fague Springmann 
Address: “Another Vatican Envoy?” 
The Rev. Dr. Leland Stark 
Offering 
Address: “The Impregnable Wall,” 
Dr. Charles J. Turck 
Benediction 
The meeting is open to the public. 





All balcony seats are free to the public. 
Boxes and lower floor sections reserved for 
Sponsors and Advance Registrants. 


REGISTRATION AND RESERVATION BLANK FOR FIFTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Mail to POAU, 1633 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. 


Sirs: I will attend the Fifth National Conference and have indicated 


my desire to co-operate at the left (X). 


Name 


(Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev.) 


Address 


a. 
Organization represented . 


I am enclosing $. . to cover items checked (X) at left. 
Make checks payable to POAU. Return this blank today. 





The Rev. Leland Stark, rector, 
Church of the Epiphany, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 








Parochial School Tax Exemption 
Squeaks Through in California 


The long and hard-fought battle over the question of tax exemption for 
California’s church-owned elementary and high schools ended in victory by 
a narrow margin for proponents of exemption in the state’s election day 


referendum. The vote was 2,323,458 for, 2,253,855 against. 


On other 


propositions involving education and taxation, the vaters approved a $180,- 


000,000 bond issue for new public 
school construction, and also ap- 
proved a measure barring tax exemp- 
tion to subversive groups. 


Despite the approval of the school 
tax exemption measure, there is a 
distinct possibility that the constitu- 
tionality of the law may be tested in 
the courts. Although advocates of 
the exemption law had argued that 
its passage would bring California in 
line with the “other 47” states, the 
matter is not that simple, for oppo- 
nents point out that California is now 
the only state to grant tax exemption 
without any limitation on the dollar 
value of the exemption, or the ad- 
mission policy, curriculum and teach- 
ers’ qualifications of the schools fa- 
vored under the law. 


Proposition 3 (the exemption 
measure) won only after a free- 
swinging campaign in which high- 
powered publicity men pulled all the 
emotional stops. Leaflets, posters, 
and newspaper advertisements de- 
picted a crippled child saying, “YES 
ON 3 MEANS HELP FOR ME.” 
Opponents of Proposition 3 replied 
factually: “Handicapped children 
will mot benefit from Proposition 3 
because most such institutions are 
public, or charities already receiving 
Welfare Exemption. The remainder 
do not qualify as non-profit, or do 
not own property that qualifies. 
Don’t be fooled by unscrupulous 
propagandists using pitiful pictures 
of handicapped children to mask 
their real purpose.” 


While the California dispute was 
at its height, a letter appeared in a 
newspaper in Dublin, Ireland, which 
indicated that even in that country— 
where Roman Catholicism is the es- 
tablished religion—parochial schools 
do not receive such generous treat- 
ment as is provided in California’s 
new law. T. V. O’Connor, in a letter 
published by the Jrish Independent 
on October 10, complained that Ro- 
man Catholic secondary schools, al- 
though “in the fullest sense chari- 
table institutions at law,” are re- 
quired to pay “Income Tax at the 
full rate” whenever “the receipts of 
the trustees in any one year exceed 
their expenses for that year... .” 
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Sectarian Campaigning 
Called ‘Irresponsible’ 


Should the religious orthodoxy or 
unorthodoxy of candidates for politi- 
cal office be made a campaign issue? 
Prominent churchmen of various de- 
nominations answered this question 
with an emphatic “No” as they point- 
ed to excesses committed in the name 
of “religion” during the campaign. 

The question arose with particular 
acuteness in Georgia, Michigan, 
Washington, North Carolina, and oth- 
er states. 

At Atlanta, Ga., Baptist and POAU 
leader Louie D. Newton, Methodist 
Bishop Marvin Franklin, Episcopal 
Bishop John B. Walthour, and Presi- 
dent J. McDowell Richards of Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary (Presbyter- 
ian) joined in a statement decrying 
the injection of religious and racial 
prejudice into the campaign by Gov- 
ernor Herman Talmadge. 

Leaders of twenty Protestant 
churches in Seattle, Wash., assailed a 
so-called Christian Fact Finders’ 
Committee for printing a “ballot” 
which purported to rate candidates 
“from a Christian viewpoint.” “The 
fight against ‘Communism and moral 
rot in high places,’” said the critics 
of the Christian Fact Finders’ Com- 
mittee, “is not confined to the Repub- 
lican Party [the “ballot” had en- 
dorsed nine Republicans and no Dem- 
ocrats] nor to Christians alone, as 
the Fact Finders imply. Legions of 
men of good will representing diverse 
religious and political beliefs com- 
bat these evils as actively as do 
Christians . . . however, we are more 
concerned about the effect of the 
Fact Finders’ irresponsible action up- 
on the Christian Church than upon 
any political group.” Bishop Ste- 
phen F. Bayne of the Episcopal Dio- 
cese of Olympia was one of those who 
protested against the “ballot.” 

In Detroit, Mich., the Rt. Rev. 
Richard S. Emrich, Protestant Epis- 
copal Bishop of Michigan and presi- 
dent of the Detroit Council of Church- 
es, accepted appointment as chairman 
of a seven-man committee set up by 

(Continued on next page) 


End Aid to Spain 
400 Leaders Ask 


A delegation representing 409 
prominent American Protestants sug- 
gested to President Truman on No. 
vember 26 that he could leave to his 
successor and the nation “no health. 
ier legacy than a foreign 
cleansed of the bitter contradiction of 
American money used to keep in 
power a foreign government [Spain] 
which encourages the persecution of 
men, women, and children because 
they confess the same Protestant 
faith as do the majority of Ameri- 
cans from whom the money comes.” 
Only a few days later, the Most Rey, 
Don Angel Herrera, Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Malaga, Spain, held a press 
conference at the Spanish embassy in 
Washington (while on a “good will” 
tour of the Americas) and declared 
that his country was moving towards 
a “moderate” form of freedom which 
should satisfy critics of the Franco 
regime. 

The Protestant group’s letter was 
presented at the White House by a 
delegation which included the Rey. 
Dr. Walter Russell Bowie, Virginia 
Theological Seminary; the Rev. Dr. 
Jesse W. Stitt, past-president of the 
Protestant Council of the City of 
New York; the Rev. Dr. Samuel M. 
Sweeney, pastor of St. Mark’s Meth- 
odist Church, New York City; and 
the Rev. Dr. Lloyd M. Keller, pres- 
ident of the Maryland Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod. Signers included 
POAU Vice-Presidents Charles Clay- 
ton Morrison and Dr. John A. Mac- 
kay, and President Frederick Curtis 
Fowler of the Pittsburgh POAU 
Chapter. 

“We have always been distressed 
by the cruel discrimination of the 
present Spanish government against 
our Spanish brethren of Protestant 
faith,” the letter declared. “Prot- 
estants cannot practice as physicians, 
lawyers, teachers, or hold public of- 
fice. Baptism, marriage, or other 
spiritual comfort received at the 
hands of their own ministers or in ac- 
cordance with the rites of their own 
communions have no legal recogni- 
tion. Protestants cannot advertise, 
call public attention to their religious 
buildings, or make public announce- 
ment of the hour or place of their 
religious services. They are forbidden 
to organize new congregations, estab- 
lish new places of worship, operate 
schools for their children or recrea- 
tional centers for their people.” 
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Tax Aid Merely a ‘Hope,’ 
Priest Tells Morrison 


A partial admission that Roman 
Catholic parochial school educators 
hope some day to obtain public tax 
support was made recently by the 
Very Rev. Henry C. Bezou of New 
Orleans in reply to a November 14 
address by POAU Vice-President 
Charles Clayton Morrison in the 
Scottish Rite Temple. Dr. Morrison, 
speaking during National Public Edu- 
cation Week, had scored the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy for seeking gov- 
ernment aid for the propagation of 
its dogma. 

Msgr. Bezou, archdiocesan super- 
intendent of schools, retorted two 
days later: 

“The so-called ‘desire’ of the Cath- 
olic Church to have public money, 
allocated to public education, divert- 
ed to parochial schools, can hardly 
become in the United States more 
than a hope springing out of appar- 
ently satisfactory solutions reached 
and currently being carried out in 
countries like Canada, England, Bel- 
gium and Holland. 

“Most people realize that a parallel 
solution is practically beyond the 
realm of possibility in our country as 
long as the majority of state consti- 
tutions stand and as long as United 
States Supreme Court decisions, in- 
cluding certain obiter dicta in the 
Everson ruling, spell out the law of 
the land.” 

Clearly, then, Msgr. Bezou was 
saying that the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy would divert public funds to 
parochial schools if it could, but that 
it has little hope that it can bring 
about the necessary constitutional 
changes in the near future. 

In the latter portion of his “reply,” 
Msgr. Bezou sought to maintain the 
thesis that his church seeks only “in- 
direct” school benefits in the form 
of welfare aids to parochial school 
children. But the truth is that in 
many states of the Union Roman 
Catholic parochial schools are today 
receiving direct tax support, often un- 
der the pretense that they have been 
converted into “public” schools by 
being incorporated into the public 
school system. See, for instance, the 
picture on this page of the parochial 
school at Clementsville, Ky.—a pho- 
tograph which was originally pub- 
lished in the Louisville Courier-Jour- 
nal a year ago to illustrate a story 
tevealing that the school’s three ele- 
mentary school teachers were being 
paid salaries by the Casey County 
Board of Education. Similar evi- 
dence concerning misuse of public 
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LOUISVILLE (KY.) COURIER-JOURNAL PHOTO 
The Roman Catholic parochial school pictured above has received direct tax support. 
See story in column one. 





funds for Roman Catholic purposes 
in Colorado, Missouri, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and other states, has 
been published repeatedly in the 
pages of the Church and State News- 
letter and Church and State. POAU’s 
files are bursting with many more 
instances of the same kind. And yet 
Roman Catholic prelates continue to 
repeat their false denial that their 
church seeks government support, in- 
cluding direct tax aids, at every con- 
ceivable opportunity! 





Campaigning 


(Continued from preceding page) 
Governor G. Mennen Williams to fight 
bigotry in the campaign. 

“Adlai Stevenson Is a Unitarian’”’ 
was the heading over a Republican 
circular which drew fire from clergy- 
men in North Carolina. The circu- 
lar was accompanied by a letter from 
Del Lazeby, Republican Party state 
public relations director, who dis- 
claimed any intention of “making 
political issue of the matter.” Never- 
theless, the circular carried a defi- 
nition of “Unitarianism’” which was 
described by one Baptist minister as 
“unfair,” and went on to say that Ste- 
venson’s rival, General Eisenhower, 
was a man of “lifelong Christian be- 
lief” in which there was “no compro- 
mise in faith.” 

Senator Joseph R. McCarthy of 


Wisconsin, however, went other sec- 
tarian campaigners one better when, 
in his radio and television address 
from Chicago on October 27, he at- 
tacked the religious views, not of Gov- 
ernor Stevenson, but of one of his 
advisers, Harvard University Profes- 
sor Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. An- 
other unique approach was adopted 
by the Lord’s Day Alliance, which ex- 
horted Protestant clergymen in Penn- 
sylvania to help “get out the vote” as 
a means of keeping America “‘with her 
Christian testimony” from going “to 
the secularists by default.” 

James A. Farley, prominent Demo- 
crat and former postmaster general, 
also appeared to be obsessed with the 
“religious” vote. Addressing an elec- 
tion “post-mortem” luncheon forum 
in New York City, he said that an 
important factor in the Democratic 
defeat was the loss of the “Catholic 
vote.” 





IOWA, ILLINOIS HEAR 
JOHN CHAPMAN MAYNE 


“The American conception of re- 
ligious liberty is unique in the history 
of modern nations,” said Mr. Mayne, 
director of organization, to audiences 
in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Wauke- 
gan, Illinois. These two meetings 
were part of a fall schedule of twenty 
in ten states directed by POAU. 








of POAU. 


the rights of all men. 


with President-elect Eisenhower. 





Poteat Reports Catholic Overtures 
To Eisenhower on Vatican Envoy 


A wire from the North Carolina State Convention was sent to President-elect 
Eisenhower last month stating the convention’s unalterable opposition to the sending 
of any U. S. diplomatic official to the Vatican. 
Salem after convention delegates heard a report from Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat on 
renewed pressure by Roman Catholic leaders for U. S.-Vatican diplomatic relations. 
Dr. Poteat is pastor of the Pullen Memorial Baptist Church of Raleigh, and president 


During his address to the convention, Dr. Poteat revealed that “unimpeachable 
sources” had told him that General Eisenhower had “already been approached by 
Catholic leaders urging him to appoint an envoy to the Vatican.” 

Among the resolutions adopted by the convention was one calling for the pres- 
ervation of the basic principle of church-state separation as the surest guarantee of 


Similar resolutions against any resumption of diplomatic relations with the Vatican 


have been adopted by many denominations. 
church-state union should make their views known at once by communicating directly 


The action was taken at Winston- 


POAU members and others opposing 








Catholic Bishops Demand Tax Aid 


(Continued from page 1) 


Seeking historical justification of 
their position on state aid, the Bish- 
ops repeated the familiar allegation 
of church-state unionists that the 
Founding Fathers in adopting the 
First Amendment meant only to pre- 
vent the establishment of a single 
religion, but not to prevent the gov- 
ernment “from encouraging and even 
aiding religion, so long as no particu- 
lar form of religion should be estab- 
lished by the State... .” The truth 
is that the Founding Fathers specif- 
ically rejected two proposed alterna- 
tives for the First Amendment which 
would have limited the scope of the 
Amendment so as to ban establish- 
ment of a single church only. One 
of the rejected amendments said, 
“Congress shall make no law estab- 
lishing one Religious Sect or society 
in preference to others. .. .” The 
other rejected amendment said, “Con- 
gress shall make no law establishing 
any particular denomination or reli- 
gion in preference to another... .” 
Today, by a false interpretation of 


American history, the Roman Cath- 
olic Bishops seek to replace the real 
First Amendment with the type of 
amendment which was rejected by the 
Founding Fathers. 

Another distortion used by the 
Bishops to bolster their position was 
their citation of the recent Supreme 
Court decision in the New York “re- 
leased time” (Zorach) case as though 
it upheld the Catholic view. That 
decision, although questioned by 
many advocates of church-state sep- 
aration (including three members of 
the Court itself), did not hold that 
the state has a “duty” to foster reli- 
gious indoctrination of children in 
the public schools or to give financial 
aid to parochial schools. The Court 
said, “Government may not finance 
religious groups nor undertake reli- 
gious instruction nor blend secular 
and sectarian education nor use sec- 
ular institutions to force one or some 
religion on any person.” The Court 
also said, “We follow the McCollum 
case” —anathema to the Bishops. 
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Detroit, Kansas City 
POAU Chapters Formed 


The members of Detroit have om 
ganized a new POAU Chapter. Abe 
100 persons met in the Y.W.C.A.@1 
November 18 at the call of the Rey 
Dr. W. Paul Nicholas, minister of thr 
Mt. Hope Methodist Church, and 
elected temporary officers‘and an ads 
visory committee. Permanent off 
cers will be chosen in the near future, 

Another chapter has been formed: 
in Kansas City, Missouri, with Dre 
Charles McEowen and Prof. Wood.” 
bridge O. Johnson as acting president — 
and acting secretary, respectively,” 
Permanent officers will be elected in™ 
January. 4 





Detroit POAU, Carolina 


Baptists Adopt Policies 


Resolutions adopted recently by” 
the Detroit Chapter of POAU and™ 
the Baptist State Convention of” 
North Carolina call for concerted ~ 
action with all groups believing in 
religious liberty. 

The Detroit Chapter resolved to” 
“present an alert mental front?” 
against forces which would “destroy ~ 
the democratic heritage which in- 
sures us religious liberty,” and ex- © 
pressed a determination that, “in — 
spite of many minor differences which ~ 
should not be allowed to deprive us ~ 
of mutual love and respect, we act” 
together . . . to preserve the benefits” 
of the free American way... .” 

The North Carolina Baptists re- 
solved that their Committee on Com- — 
mittees be requested “to nominate a — 
committee of nine, the first named 
to serve as chairman, to be called a 
Committee 6n Religious Liberty, to 
make a detailed study of the situation 
of our endangered religious liberties.” 





BARRETT RICH III TELLS 
NORTH COLLEGE HILL STORY 


The Rev. Dr. G. Barrett Rich Ill, © 
Cincinnati, Ohio, National Advisor 
of POAU, told a Covington, Virginia, ~ 
audience about the North College Hill | 
Case, a famous episode of community 
violence brought on by Roman Cath- — 
olics determined to control the pub © 
lic school system. “Not until the ~ 
court intervened did peace come t0 © 
this community,” disclosed the speak- ~ 
er, who was a guest of the Rev. Dr. © 
J. Guy Saunders, Trinity Baptist © 
Church. Organization Director ™ 
Mayne appeared with Dr. Rich. 
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